Chaffe-coeur: Chest-warmer

LSDS 1938 #49

It is a sweet little "chaffe=coeur" or chest-warmer for a child.  The pattern says for Bambino, but caring mamans put them on all their young ones to ward off the cold and damp.

Use a pale rose, light blue, or natural color 3ply merino wool fingering or stocking weight yarn, and two needles size.oo3cm.  (I am guessing a size 0 or 00  dp needle.You will need a stitch holder or spare needle, too, to hold one side point whilst you knit the other.

You work the borders in garter stitch, and the center part in stockinette stitch/

Using BOTH needles, cast on about 28 stitches, to equal 0.070 cm across the lower back.  Work two rows garter stitch; then hereafter, work first and last 2 sts in garter st and the middle sts in stockinette, for a total of 22 rows.  On the 23 row, bind off the 4 center stitches for the neck opening.  Hold the first side on a spare needle or stitch holder,  and continue working on the second side , with garter sts on first and last 2 sts and stockinette between.  At about the 26th row of this edge, begin the decreases at the inside edge for shaping the point.

do this by knitting two border sts of inside edge, then k2tog, and finish the row.  Do this on every other row, until only 4 garter sts remain.  Then, k1, yo, k2tog, k1.  K 1more row, then bind off.  This makes a buttonhole to fasten to a button on the back corner at the waist.

Repeat the other side to correspond.  the two long front flaps cross over the chest and fasten to button at each corner of the back waist band.

Translated by BonnieJean Peavy
