Bambino’s Play Suit and Bonnet

The pattern pieces show the following:  

Hat side

Hat center

Top front

Top back

Panties

Belt (21cm by 1 ½”)

You will also need small buttons or snaps, some type of trim (optional) and about 16” of ribbon.

This playsuit should be made in a cotton or other light material.  

Fold the fabric with right sides together and cut out the hat sides and the back pieces.

Refold the fabric and cut the hat center and the top front on the fold..  

Finally cut 2 of the panty pieces on the fold.

Starting with the pantys.  Sew the crotch and then turn up a ¼” hem on each of the legs.  Attach a 4” piece of elastic to each of the leg holes on top of the hem, and then sew one side seam.  Turn a ¼” hem around the waist.  (One side seam was left open so that this hem and the elastic could be attached in a straight shot.   Attach a 7” piece of elastic to the inside of the pantys over the ¼” hem.  When this is done, sew the second side seam, and the pantys are done.

For the top, sew the shoulder seams.  Turn under ¼” on both back pieces and around the neck and hem.  If you are going to put the rickrack or other trim around the neck, do it now.   Turn under a small hem around each of the arm holes while the piece is flat.  When this is done, sew the side seams.  Turn up ¼” hem around the bottom of the top, and put one snap or two on the back.* 

The hat:  the center piece is wider at the front than at the back, so when attaching the side pieces to the center, make sure that the side pieces are oriented correctly. **   Once the side pieces are each attached to the center of the hat, hem all the way around with a ¼” hem.  Add any trim and then an 8” piece of ribbon to each front corner for a tie.

The pattern also shows a belt of 21cm (approximately 8 ½”.)  It indicates a piece about ¾” wide so a piece about 1 ½” wide should be cut and then either folded into a tube with the raw edges turned in, or sewn into a tube and turned inside out. ***  Then embellish this belt to match the trim at the neckline and/or hat.  Put a button and buttonhole or a snap to close this little belt and put it on Bambino.

*  This top would be much neater if it was lined because of the tiny size.  If lining is desired, cut out another two back pieces (1 and one reversed) and a front, and build the lining the same as the top itself was made.  Putting the pieces right sides together, sew the center back and around the neck, and the arm holes.  Turn it right side out, and then attach the side seams – sewing first the outside and then the lining pieces at the side seams.  Finally, press under the hem and sew it.
**  The hat would also benefit by being lined – just make two hats one of the outside fabric and one of the lining, and then with them right sides together sew all the way around except of a space to turn the hat right side out.  Also, the hat does NOT fit the way the picture shows, and would benefit from some extra fitting, either in cutting the center piece more narrow at the back and the front, or by a few well placed darts.  A third alternative would be to put elastic around the back.

***  A trick for turning a tube of this size is to fold the fabric (right sides together) over a piece of yarn or string that is longer than the piece of fabric.  Then sew a ¼” seam OVER one end of the yarn (at ONE end of the tube) and down the length of the tube.  When this is done,  pull the yarn gently, reversing the fabric over itself, so that the tube is eventually turned “right side out.”

Enjoy!

